Dear Colleagues,
Watching the BBC1 Documentary ‘Pedigree Dogs Exposed’ on 19th August, we couldn’t believe our ears. Finally, someone saying the things we had come to realise in the years since we had qualified as vets but had felt we couldn’t say, and on prime time terrestrial television as well!

We wholeheartedly agreed with the comments of Mark Evans. As vets, we are supposed to be the guardians of animal welfare, and myself and my wife (and hopefully many others) are increasingly of the opinion that performing caesareans on Bulldogs, entropion surgery on Shar-pei puppies and handing out thousands of steroid tablets yearly to atopic Westies is not serving the best interests of the canine population.

As general practitioners, we’re are often forced into a position where we must provide veterinary attentions necessary for these deformed, unhealthy and unfortunate animals to survive in minimum discomfort, but in so doing we help perpetuate and in some way validate the practice of pedigree dog breeding.

Shouldn’t we, as a profession, make public the suffering that we see every day in our consult rooms as a result of thoughtless and selfish breeding practices based purely on ‘cosmetic’ merits at the cost of individual health?

And shouldn’t the Royal College acknowledge that this is a real and growing problem, perhaps providing the Kennel Club with guidance on basic genetic matters – for instance, make it clear that sibling – sibling or parent – offspring mating is not sensible breeding policy?
It’s time that the ‘guardians of animal welfare’ took a stand against the biggest cause of long-term misery in man’s best friend.

Yours

Nick Marsh BVSc MRCVS and Kerry Marsh BVSc MRCVS
